Report CSW Consultation 19 January 2009

Chair: Ines Orobio de castro (E-quality)

Reporting: Zairah Khan (WO=MEN)

Present:

Kristina Ferris (Sharenet), Saskia Hesta (MinFA), Marion van Schaik (MinFA), Erik van der Meij (PSI Europe), Anneke Wensing (Amref, WO=MEN), Hilde Kroes (WPF), Irene Keizer (Aids Fonds), Tamara Finkler (PHC consultant), Anke van Well (Prisma), Tonny Fipedtkok (Soroptimisten International), Daniela Rosche (Oxfam-Novib), Jaenette Slootbeel (Consultant Seksual Health), Nathalie Laslop (Cordaid)

1) Introduction notes

Ines Orobio sets the framework for the consultation. We have come together to gain input from all those present in order to identify priorities for lobby efforts with the Dutch delegation to the CSW in relation with this years theme ‘The equal sharing of caregiving by men and women in the context of HIV/AIDS’. The input of the consultation will feed into recommendation that will be formulated by WO=MEN and E-quality for the official briefing the 19th of February. Before that an expert meeting will take place to sharpen the recommendations. The recommendations will be shared with the participants. 

Ines explains that it is always a challenge to find recommendation that are both relevant for the Dutch context, both internal and international policy, and in international UN setting. None the less we should aim at finding general recommendation applicable to the UN context, but that we can use later to hold our own government accountable too.

What is currently relevant in the Dutch situation is to focus on health care in general, as care taking in the context of HIV/AIDS is less of a political issue in the Netherlands. What is an issue is the development towards privatization (WMO in particular) and it’s possible effects on home care takers (mostly women). 

Daniela Rosche (Oxfam-Novib) will be representing both Oxfam-Novib and Oxfam international at the CSW. In collaboration with partners they are preparing several side events;

Strategic Funding to change genderroles

This theme is a follow up of last year’s theme ‘Financing for Development’, as this remain an important overriding issue, especially for funders. Within the workshop they will look at combining perspectives from the different thematic areas in the Beijing agenda on gender roles (from a financing perspective); women and poverty, decision making, health, economy, and education. 

Legal reforms and men as change agents 

This workshop will be by Oxfam USA and will both focuss on the role of men from a legal perspective

Sharing responsibility in the struggle against HIV/AIDS

Organised by Oxfam Brittain UNDP with grass root activists will look at this years CSW theme.

In addition Daniela notes that it will be important to build on previous CSW conferences so there is no ‘set-back.’ 

Hilde Kroes (WPF) will be attending this years ICPD+15 meeting. In preparing for this consultation Zairah, Kristina and Hilde saw value in connecting this years CSW consultation with the ICPD agenda, since it is very strong in it’s rights based perspective. It offers an opportunity to address prevention, not just care. In turn CSW is an important lobby moment leading up to ICPD. So Hilde hopes there will be some synergy possible. The ICPD agenda has been pushed to the background in recent years, amongst others by the MDG’s. This year offers a possibility for renewed attention, especially for the rights based approach, which is stronger in the ICPD than in the MDG’s. 

2) Discussion

Are we talking about family planning or HIV/AIDS prevention ( Tonny Fipedtkok)?  According to Hilde it’s part of the same. In both we should have a rights based approach and in both cases it comes down to access to information and services. So that people (especially young people) can make an informed choice about their sexual choices. Changing fundamental power relations is necessary so that women can better ‘negotiate sex’.

It is striking that this years CSW subject does not include the ‘shared responsibility in preventing HIV/AIDS. Although there is a lot of agreed language, the Vatican, Malta, Tjech Republic  and Poland managed to block a common statement from the EU, because of it’s reference to SSR. How will we operate (Zairah Khan)?

Marion van Schaik point out it is better to focus on a few controversial issues, rather than many and to use agreed language from previous agreements. Daniela ads it would also be helpfull to connect to other European lobby efforts, particularly from conservative countries. 

Ines suggests we identify some key areas:

Education should start at an early age on rights and responsibilities in preventing HIV/AIDS. 

Prevention should be included in any health care strategy.

There is a strong connection between the issue of care giving and economic power of women. F.i. grandmother taking care of children and loosing land rights when their son dies. Women suffer a ‘double or triple burden of living with HIV/AIDS, taking care of others and being economically disadvantaged. The care work of women is underappreciated generally. Their responsibility to provide care, where there is no adequate health system, is preventing them from seeking formal employment. There has been some success in South Africa in linking home care givers to the formal health system and providing some form of remuneration and training (example by Nathalie, Cordaid). 

Anneke Wensing adds that without generally expanding and improving the formal (public) health system there is no possibility of successfully achieving a more equal division between men and women, because care disproportionally rests on women’s shoulders. That unfortunately is a given fact.  The focus on HIV/AIDS in the CSW is misleading, because the underlying problem is failing health systems. Daniela adds that we should consider adding a recommendation for direct budget support (ODA) earmarked for public health and education. 

Irene Keizer questions the relation between privatization and an increased burden for women and would like to see this statement from the introduction supported by research. She has found that privatization can be a successful means to an end. Zairah adds that it is not the privatized institutions that are the problem, they often provide better care, it is the problem that many women, already suffering a marginalised economic position, do not have access to privatised hospitals or medical care. The group concludes the recommendation should therefore be on better and more available public health to lower the burden for women in caretaking. The effects of privatization should be further explored from a gender perspective before health policy measures are taken at any national level.

Both more EU and development governments should put health care higher on the agenda and support health system development with more means and human resources.
Unequal sharing in care is symptomous of unequal sharing between men and women generally and we should (again) question gender roles and (economic) power in general at this CSW, using the Beijing declarations as our tool.

3) Follow up

Ines and Zairah will discuss these recommendations further in the expert meeting the 4th of February. They will do background research for agreed language. They will send round the first draft to the group. The official government briefing will be 19th of February. Contact Ines if you want to attend.
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